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WHAT TO EXPECT
….farm is a new farm that has adopted permaculture as its developmental model. This will be the first course, the seed, of many that will held at this venue.  The land and farm are in a more simple form now. It is more of an open canvas upon which this course will initiate its transformation with the first installation of permaculture and regenerative systems. These may include; broadscale water harvesting structures, Greywater system(s), hugelkultur bed, and a passive solar water heater. We will also learn about and do ongoing farm projects, such as compost building, planting perennials (hedge, living fence, guilding), bed (soil) preparation, harvesting and propagating micro-organisms. 

For this course we will be a full and fun experience with a relaxed and enjoyable pace of learning and working. We will shift between 3 places thereby expanding hands-on possibilities, as well as seeing different potential applications for permaculture and regenerative systems. 

This course will give you a brief introduction to the breadth and depth of Permaculture. Being a design system that creates healthy dynamic physical environments that provide the needs for a fulfilling human life, Permaculture has an expansive holistic knowledge and practical base that is an ongoing path. This course will provide you with both the foundations to begin walking the path, as well as functional questions with the fundamental knowledge to begin moving along your own path to a regenerative life. 
The curriculum for this course is based upon that of the internationally recognized Permaculture Design Certification (PDC) course. In this course we organize the curriculum into 3 basic components,

· Permaculture and regenerative systems: foundations and understandings

· Introductions to the various parts we work with in Permaculture: soil, water, plants, animals, structures and infrastructure, appropriate technologies, urban landscapes, and invisible structures [social, cultural, economic and political systems]

· Design: how to put these into regenerative relationships and holistic systems

For the one-week introduction course we focus the middle component, with a strong emphasis on the first one. We will introduce aspects of design and give its context within Permaculture, however, only within a limited timeframe. 

This course is set up to strive for about 50% hands-on learning, which includes projects and exercises. The other part will be more academic, though in a relaxed and conversant atmosphere. Overall we work towards a more engaged and doing process for this course. There is a general schedule that will be the basis of our time together. This schedule may change once our week starts, which is fine and all a part of the permaculture approach. The weather and how our bodies are with it will help decide when and how much work we actually do. People will have different abilities and limitations. We will do our best to be aware of you and your needs, and, it is up to you to know your limits to take care of yourself. While we hope to have enough work to tire us all out, I ask that everyone takes care of themselves and engages as much as is appropriate for themselves.  No one will be asked to do anything they do not want to do. 

So once we are all together and starting our week, we may decide to alter the schedule due to weather and our collective needs. Within this collaborative setting participants will have input on the specific subjects and the depth we go with them as the week unfolds. This does not mean every specific subject that each person wants to discuss will happen; rather, as a community we will do our best to meet the needs of those involved. That is, that everyone gets his or her fair share.
The pace and energy of this workshop will be similarly as intense as that of a full PDC, however, with much more ability to adapt and relax as needed by the participants. Together we will create a relaxed and enjoyable course environment while maintaining a focus on the purpose that has brought us together. The basic reality of this course is that there will be much more information and understandings to share and learn then we have time for. For almost all courses we teach it is a balance between sharing all of this in an academic setting (which is faster to share more) and providing hands-on learning experiences. Though learning by doing is almost everyone’s favorite way, and is a great way to learn, it does overall limit the actual rate in which we can share with you, as well as having other challenges as a learning process. We will do our best to time manage so we all get the most possible out of our limited time together, both outside and in the classroom. We share this with you so that you’ll understand the challenge of this type of course and to ask for your help in managing this balance. We greatly appreciate your understanding and assistance in this. 
I am excited to be having this time with you. It is always a fun and learning experience with new friends and future collaborators. 

